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revealed partisan politics at work as the country waits for the announcement of her successor. But is
a secret abortion case really about politics? Not only do the stakes in this case reflect the country’s
abortion policy, but its outcome may also reshape the court. Mr. Justice Ginsburg’s decision not to
attend Tuesday’s questioning of the Medicaid law was not based on her health. In court-ese, it was
not a “stint,” meaning a reason to have some sort of serious health problem. Rather, she passed on
the chance to continue to be asked questions by Justices Antonin Scalia, Anthony M. Kennedy and
Clarence Thomas, all of whom expressed their views that abortion rights should not be expanded

beyond Roe v. Wade. Justice Ginsburg had not said she was recuperating from a recent health
problem, but her practice of reaching the bench before 6 a.m. in the morning may have played a
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takes stances on these cases, but because they retain the power to render law. But in recent years,
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