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in THINKCENTER 107.5 0K Q: Can you put a 2x4 between two parallel joists? I am constructing a large high-ceilinged room
(8x12 in space) in my basement. My wood supplier gave me 16 2x6s that he said he could split and join to form 4x4 joists. Can
I simply slip one 2x4 between each two joists, as shown? What would be the likely problems caused by this? I know it's a very

rough figure of 8 A: In the case of the two drawings you show, the joist spacing is 8' or 96" and the thickness of the floor is 12"
or 144". Therefore the 2x4s would be only a matter of dividing the length of the joist into 24 sections for each 2x4. Under some
conditions (for example, a 4 foot joist and a lot of weight) you might notice a spongy feel as the joists loosen a little as they lift

in the center. However, since they are parallel, they would allow for a continuous uniform floor with no stress points from
different joist spacing. You might also note, that your drawings are not very good. In the figure on the right, it appears that the
2x4s should be 12" (or 18") deep. A: You could certainly do that, but it's not really a good idea for a number of reasons. One is

that the stability of the frame is compromised for a couple reasons. If you
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